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The House met at 10 a.m.

The Chaplain, Reverend James David
Ford, D.D., offered the following pray-
er:

O gracious God, by whose hand we
have come to be and by whose spirit we
live each day, grant us a better under-
standing of the concerns and opportu-
nities of our communities and our
world. Keep us from any shallow ideas
or hollow interpretations of the needs
of the Nation as we seek to discover
and appreciate and respect the ideas
and interpretations of others. Encour-
age us, O God, to discover anew the
unity and common purpose that we
share with others so that justice will
flow down as waters and righteousness
like an ever flowing stream. This is our
earnest prayer. Amen.

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

Mr. MCNULTY. Mr. Speaker, pursu-
ant to clause 1, rule I, | demand a vote
on agreeing to the Speaker’s approval
of the Journal.

The SPEAKER. The question is on
the Chair’s approval of the Journal.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it.

Mr. MCNULTY. Mr. Speaker, | object
to the vote on the ground that a
quorum is not present and make the
point of order that a quorum is not
present.

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 8,
rule XX, further proceedings on this
question will be postponed.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Montana (Mr. HiLL) come forward
and lead the House in the Pledge of Al-
legiance.

Mr. HILL of Montana led the Pledge
of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Mr.
Lundregan, one of its clerks, an-
nounced that the Senate had passed
with an amendment in which the con-
currence of the House is requested, a
bill of the House of the following title:

H.R. 2415. An act to enhance security of
United States missions and personnel over-
seas, to authorize appropriations for the De-
partment of State for fiscal year 2000, and for
other purposes.

The message also announced that the
Senate insists upon its amendment to
the bill (H.R. 2415) ““An Act to enhance
security of United States missions and
personnel overseas, to authorize appro-
priations for the Department of State
for fiscal year 2000, and for other pur-
poses,”” requests a conference with the
House on the disagreeing votes of the
two Houses thereon, and appoints Mr.
HELMS, Mr. LUGAR, Mr. COVERDELL, Mr.
GRAMS, Mr. BIDEN, Mr. SARBANES, and
Mr. DobD, to be the conferees on the
part of the Senate.

The message also announced that the
Senate agrees to the report of the Com-
mittee of Conference on the dis-
agreeing votes of the two Houses on
the amendment of the Senate to the
bill (H.R. 2465) ““An Act making appro-
priations for military construction,
family housing, and base realignment
and closure for the Department of De-
fense for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2000, and for other pur-
poses.”

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain 15 1-minute speeches on each side.

SURPLUS BELONGS TO WORKING
FAMILIES OF AMERICA

(Mr. ROGAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ROGAN. Mr. Speaker, those who
believe Washington politicians are ad-
dicted to spending lived too long with
the other party in control of Congress.
That malady no longer exists with the
Republicans controlling the Congress
of the United States.

We are the party that balanced the
budget, gave America the first broad-
based tax cut in 16 years, preserved So-
cial Security, saved Medicare from
bankruptcy, reformed welfare, and we
did it in spite of the fact that we have
a liberal in the White House who has
never supported a single attempt by
the Republicans in this Chamber to
limit spending.

We Republicans today, with a surplus
economy, do not trust the Federal Gov-
ernment to use the budget surplus to
reduce the debt, because we know that
politicians will spend that money if
they have the opportunity to do so.
They always have in the past, and they
always will in the future.

We Republicans in Congress believe
that the surplus, after saving Social
Security and Medicare, belongs to the
people who earned it in the first place,
and that is the working families of
America.

SCHOOL MODERNIZATION

(Mr. WU asked and was given permis-
sion to address the House for 1 minute.)
Mr. WU. Mr. Speaker, as my col-
leagues know, | have been a strong pro-
ponent of reducing classroom size by
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